An elected town officer recently resigned. How long does the newly appointed officer serve?
When a vacancy occurs in any town office, the selectboard must fill the vacancy “forthwith” by
appointment in writing until “an election” is had. 24 V.S.A. § 963. This election can occur at
either a special town meeting or the next annual one. “A town at a special meeting may fill a
vacancy in a town office.” 24 V.S.A. § 962.
An office becomes vacant if the town officer resigns, is removed from office, dies, becomes
insane, or moves out of the town in which he or she serves. When a seat becomes vacant, the
selectboard must alert the public of this vacancy by posting notice of it in at least two public
places in the town and in and near the town clerk’s office within ten days of the event creating
the vacancy. Note that the selectboard may fill the vacancy prior to noticing it, though not prior
to the creation of the vacancy. The notice, which can be used to advertise the availability of the
office to interested applicants, informs the public of both its right to petition for a special town
meeting to elect someone else to the position and of a change in their local representative
leadership. 24 V.S.A. § 961(a).
A special town meeting can be called by the selectboard when it deems it necessary or on
application of 5 percent of the voters. 17 V.S.A. § 2643(a). If a special meeting is not called, the
selectboard’s appointee will remain in office until the next annual meeting, at which time the
voters will elect a town officer to fill the balance of the unexpired term. If a special meeting is
called, the newly elected town officer will still only serve the remainder of the original term.
For example, A is elected to a three-year term, serves one year, and resigns. The selectboard
appoints B to fill A’s vacant seat. No special meeting is called and B serves until the next annual
town meeting, when the voters elect C to fill the vacancy. C serves for the remainder of A’s
original three-year term, which is two years.
There is an exception to this general rule. When a vacancy is created in the office of trustees of
public funds, the person chosen to fill the vacancy “shall serve only for the remainder of the
unexpired term.”
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