American Rescue Plan Act


https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/federal-funding/american-rescue-plan-act

ARPA reporting was due April 30, 2025
and

EVERYONE should have submitted the 2025
Project & Expenditure Report

If you fail to report during this reporting period, Treasury will send you a "Notice of
Noncompliance” and if you do not report within the timeline they indicate, they will ask

you to pay back your entire ARPA award.

Link to Treasury's reporting portal:

https://portal.treasury.gov/compliance

Better late than never! Do you need VLCT's help completing your 2025 ARPA

reporting?

Email kbuckley@vlct.org for assistance.

Visit our ARPA: Compliance and Reporting page for more information on gaining access

to Treasury's reporting portal and compliance and reporting requirements.
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The deadline to obligate your ARPA funds has passed. The next deadline to expend your
obligated ARPA funds is December 31, 2026.

ARPA: Single Audit? Or Alternative Compliance Examination Engagement (ACEE)?

If your professional auditor is not familiar with the nuances of your local ARPA award,

please share this Resource item with them.

About ARPA

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 established the Coronavirus State and Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund (CSLFRF, aka ARPA) which provides $350 billion to state and local
governments for the response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Of

Vermont's $1.25 billion share, over $200 million was allocated to municipalities.

Legislative bodies have discretion and flexibility over how to spend their local ARPA
funds. VLCT encourages its members to take their time, be thoughtful, and plan

strategically.

VLCT extends our thanks to the Vermont Legislature and Governor Phil Scott. Their support
allowed VLCT to establish the ARPA Assistance and Coordination Program to support
Vermont’s towns, cities, and villages that chose to accept ARPA funding.
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https://www.vlct.org/faq/what-definition-obligate
https://www.vlct.org/resource/arpa-single-audit-or-alternative-compliance-examination-engagement-acee
https://www.vlct.org/resource/arpa-single-audit-or-alternative-compliance-examination-engagement-acee

ARPA FAQs

Compliance and Reporting

State and Federal Funding

ARPA Advisory Committee

o VLCT
e Vermont
e National

e Community Engagement

e For Community Members

e Vermont Municipal Clerks & Treasurers Association (VMCTA) Conference,

September 21, 2022 - ARPA Fund Accounting presentation.

e | ocal ARPA General Information for Towns, Cities and Villages - June 2022 (editable

PowerPoint format; PDF can be found HERE)

e Treasury's ARPA Reporting Data - View the actual data that was entered for Project
& Expenditure Reports during the April 30, 2022 reporting to the U.S. Department of
the Treasury. It includes Vermont's NEUs (non-entitlement units of government),
metropolitan areas (Burlington and South Burlington), as well as the State of

Vermont. All public reporting can be found on Treasury's "Recipient Compliance

and Reporting" webpage (scroll almost to the bottom of the page).

o Vermont ARPA April 30, 2022

o Vermont ARPA April 30, 2023

o Vermont ARPA April 30, 2024
m Excel file for Vermont data HERE.

m Excel file for national data HERE.
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https://www.vlct.org/resource/arpa-faqs
https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/federal-funding/arpa/arpa-compliance-and-reporting
https://www.vlct.org/grants-and-funding
https://www.vlct.org/resource/arpa-advisory-committee-formation-toolkit
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ARPA%20VLCT%20VMCTA%20092122.pdf
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ARPA%20VLCT%20General%20Info%20Jun2022_0.pptx
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ARPA%20VLCT%20General%20Info%20Jun2022_0.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds/recipient-compliance-and-reporting-responsibilities
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds/recipient-compliance-and-reporting-responsibilities
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/VT%20ARPA%20Rptg%20Data%20043022.pdf
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/arpa-april-2023-data-thru-033123-vt-all.xlsx
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/arpa-april-2024-reporting-vt.xlsx
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/April-2024-Reporting-Data-through-March-31-2024.xlsx

» Dashboard (HERE) - To find information on Vermont's local governments
select/filter for the following:
= Select "Projects’ from the tabs at the top of the page.
= Filter for:

= State/Territory - Vermont

Expenditure Category Group - All

Expenditure Category - All

Recipient Type - Local Government (filter for

Recipient Report Tier - All (includes Burlington [Metrol and all
others {NEUs])

Recipient Name - All

e ARPA State Fiscal Recovery Fund - Programs Available to Municipalities (Oct 2022)

e Vermont Department of Finance and Management - COVID 19 Finance Related

Guidance

e Local Fiscal Recovery Payments. The State of Vermont will distribute ARPA

Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funding (local and county dollars) using these

allocations.

e Certification Dashboard - Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Allocations - Find your NEU

RECIPIENT NUMBER (shown as "Town ID") here!

State of Vermont Recovery Plan, State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Reports

, as required by and submitted to U.S. Treasury.

o 2021 Report
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https://app.high.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiNGMyNGVmMGEtNzAxMS00Y2Q4LWI5YTMtNzFkZDMzYTNkNzc2IiwidCI6IjU4ZjFlM2ZhLTU4Y2ItNGNiNi04OGNjLWM5MWNhYzIwN2YxOCJ9
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/VT%20ARPA%20SFRF%20Municipal%20Programs_Oct22_V2.pdf
https://finance.vermont.gov/covid-19-guidance
https://finance.vermont.gov/covid-19-guidance
https://finance.vermont.gov/covid-19-guidance
https://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/documents/About_Dept/Local%20Fiscal%20Recovery%20Payments.xlsx
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOGY1YWUyZDgtYmMyNS00MWY4LThhMGYtMmJlMmM4YWRkMDdlIiwidCI6IjIwYjQ5MzNiLWJhYWQtNDMzYy05YzAyLTcwZWRjYzc1NTljNiJ9
https://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/documents/Train_Support/VISION_JA_OG/Final_VT_SLFR-Recovery-Plan-Performance_Report_9192021.pdf

o 2022 Report

e ICMA ARPA Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Spending Priorities Survey ICMA surveyed

local government chief administrative officers (CAOs) in September 2021 about their
priorities for utilizing the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)'s Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds (FRF). Nearly 600 town, city, and county managers responded. Responses
include local governments with populations ranging from less than 2,500 to over
one million; two thirds came from communities of 25,000 or fewer residents, which
fall under the U.S. Treasury definition of “Non-entitlement Units” (NEUSs, i.e., local
governments typically serving a population of under 50,000). Direct FRF recipients

include counties and metropolitan citie

e National League of Cities COVID-19 Local Action Tracker (webpage) NLC and

Bloomberg Philanthropies have teamed up to collect and share actions taken by
local leaders in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, including uses for ARPA

funding.

e Gathering the Opinions of Hard-to-Reach Residents (Polco)

e The Times They Are A-Changin' — Timely Tips for Community Engagement (VLCT

News Nov-Dec 2021)

e How to Spend ARPA with an Equity Lens (NLC)

e Tips and Best Practices for Engaging Your Community (Advocacy & Communication

Solutions, LLC)

e Best Practices for Meaningful Community Engagement (Groundwork USA)
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https://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/documents/Vermont_SFRF_Recovery_Plan_Performance_Report_2022_uploadvF.pdf
https://icma.org/documents/icma-survey-research-american-rescue-plan-act-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-spending-priorities
https://www.nlc.org/resource/covid-19-local-action-tracker/
https://blog.polco.us/gathering-opinions-hard-to-reach-residents
https://www.vlct.org/times-they-are-changin%E2%80%99-%E2%80%93-timely-tips-community-engagement
https://www.vlct.org/times-they-are-changin%E2%80%99-%E2%80%93-timely-tips-community-engagement
https://www.nlc.org/article/2021/08/13/how-to-spend-arpa-funds-with-an-equity-lens/
https://www.advocacyandcommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ACS_Engaging_Community_new_bluereverse.pdf
https://www.advocacyandcommunication.org/
https://www.advocacyandcommunication.org/
https://groundworkusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/GWUSA_Best-Practices-for-Meaningful-Community-Engagement-Tip-Sheet.pdf
https://groundworkusa.org/

e Housing Resources for Vermonters in Need (February 2022)

e ACCD Grant Opportunities Inventory Dec 2021 - Grant opportunities for your local

businesses, and municipalities, both COVID specific as well as existing programs.

Framework

Planning Framework for 1. PRIORITIZE G0OD GOVERNANCE
H + Convene all Stakeholders & Build Consensus
Maximum Impact and Best Use Follow Allowable Uses Under ARPA
. s » Meet all Accounting & Reporting Rules
Of M l““Clpa I. ARPA Funds - Comply w all Local & State Laws/Ordinances
+ Ensure Transparency Throughout
* Do Not Create Future Budget Deficits

2.LEVERAGE YOUR ARPA AID

+ Use a Thoughtful Strategic Planning Process

+ Leverage w/ ARPA, FEMA & Other $ Fed Sources
» Coordinate w/ Other State & Local Programs

+ Collaborate w/ Community Partners & Orgs

+ Use Existing Delivery Systems for Efficiency

+ Don't Reinvent the Wheel: Learn from Others

3.INVEST IN BEST USES FOR LONG-TERM RECOVERY

* Invest in Urgent Health and Economic Needs

* Prioritize Short-Term Investments w/ Lasting Benefits
+ ID and Address Pre-COVID Inhibitors to Growth
Vermont League + Measure Progress Throughout to Inform Ongoing Plans
of Cities & Towns
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https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Housing%20Resources%20for%20VT%27ers%20in%20Need%20Feb22.pdf
https://www.vlct.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ACCD%20Grant%20Opp%20Inventory%20120321.pdf

