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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s updated State Energy and

Environment Guide to Action (Guide) offers real-world best practices to help states

design and implement policies that reduce emissions associated with electricity

generation and energy consumption.

Last updated in 2015, this is a comprehensive EPA resource designed to help state

energy, environmental, and utility officials draw insights from other states’ experiences

and policy innovations as they develop, implement, and evaluate their own programs.

Each Guide chapter covers a unique policy topic, provides descriptions and a regulatory

landscape of the featured policy, explains its environmental, energy, health, and equity

benefits, highlights how states have approached key design and implementation issues,

and shares best practices based on state experiences. EPA is updating the Guide in

phases, with each updated chapter reflecting significant state regulatory and policy

developments since the 2015 edition. To date, seven chapters have been released:

Electricity Resource Planning and Procurement

Electric Utility Regulatory Frameworks and Financial Incentives

Interconnection and Net Metering

Copyright Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Current as of: 9/13/2025

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/energy-and-environment-guide-action
https://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/energy-and-environment-guide-action
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pXZgl0S2Eb2nLEeH37HI9ps1Xw0_aNfxxvpBd5xzBtBQ92ODvCesUktZaydU22pIBjiL9K4VCEvL5S0_r72viuh5oVCF9hLmtRYpqDAL7cy5hi4Fx881PAqIvr51vcwU_UPvBhoX8JwTv6YmZMA-7Q637c8XibEaELHmh0QVc2UtMCdv95z3GC3bc8w4_FPD_9TV7rOdaaxc03Gx35d8bq84mKlrk3G_uOvUyy0RLlLAOFZbID0TCT1npO56rK_WKS9XvkCgpE_Z_bw6t8iAaBriCvbMISvYiDxjtkXp1tbv3WCdsmLpii2lh68M08B7YURc9XPqG3FM1_oiZVNjvQNiVfVhb_hMZoeVW-D98C9T-f862xySzMdLuxvziSndLVRIckYnap1TvfM_mOiPct40luIqoVCJfceg3hAZiiY05vyd24yMkN66yW0BxlmjAEeCZ2u8ZZWO3GIaFsKxUm43bNm1WSp51hC9OKCy3vWk3ufgBwF6YzUun_clYkxN7vx1sCDTXoQzBkNeRpdbKpkOBGQtRVcA0MU39baQLQ8_G2HC5Cc5_GUxdJYa2zllu0b0mFaFvfN5L8j4UeQdhXk5rwS2xXWJwtu0R8ZO1yqBY3CSN4Bg9fBs-cB_gKMgkk-vu6dDcERNBR9khVmEBimsSQQwLF-2qCWOxqWJPIsEe8MO1v0a1pbntE6UziPCt83UjJqdLFfD8D4or86YkJrqXPUdunJDofz9MI-Pllk6nFvCnL8nw5uikjK-qLXvu9G3xhXnJJtxJW_ejsTbEkAZgdY-CZ_4vtPyRModcegQa_Cyzhw1QNDgDy_iff6SR3lz7WubEm5CiHwYmOyU-wZOyFEcHphMwzrw11920xNp_QFpr1Wfc1RX3YveNYB6--ggt_yYNiwsAuEiKf-IaunANSja9X1XhXNh8V0D9wgy38Cws3b50KOcGHqVpTAycmIFQwHU6z34sAD8jrl0dNa4yzLCF-6wqUgO5T7Iu--8keMPKEfp7TtHR7dp0Vdkxbd7fcRw4QIYKr2k71D5b83aMh8J2y-Bvnlm2xcwF7HqFpiO8k7RBPLHcgKNx6gd-2fQoRXpt0MxCUlDMs285d-r8MeDBiQuisCNa8b0WyMj_Ru3S_fN9QGLmbydsjFFUVK3EZiEvsMhfCBxdcNqA7ebVRpLA8ZGJ4_TAd7ZR432p5LYi_p8KSSKMBbWHFphpVnwZwXWzm4hZh1l6vqzvCcypmzmJunkWriH0kOtwcQnrSahYxMAf2g%3D%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054274514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E599afxpdF%2FNLq6lO1IF4z81W%2Fc48%2BdqfcyvBrlYb0A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pWTfnWM8EUzTDa6XUOCt_vWnWdSplarU1qC_s2kL_Y6h8hJ8bmqcIClFayj4CPOcp07l3IXalaFFOD8NkeMpAQRi7OTkHwuKvSbKJRNtGkvbvJoCSzSbgBQUJWqMw5zWLBmAYCuDeGDrWIlgKFqs7Zf46w5YNphMpJEsInf81XO9_3LdhkqxmpiGT932NL04h3qJ3HDMboP9w6_TEip31VPCeGDaBA2R9DGSBkouApbh5k9IQVx0NaljMR8YTvt96AKHeEOK2uODlk01MWHl_ROMuxlHgwAMg9pcsbE-oE9ZHQydB9k4bsm3ui7jjRAZ9JFJkD2Fjmm1lV_YbUGDA7cHZ8_sO95fnloVuUfVF4H6PkhRZC-eTT0Jv9b0e-VcQEkceUKniUYuHWieZnS5c9h_wf-4pzQr6jXQYIVqCAB667Y8yKTNxKra1ghSlAN0hyYKyel-v51WI-jh6QYvbCzhuEwhj4OV2zAZ5-5d00H7oJOfbZ8S0J9vEwY6uCxhwbthvRJE0ikfBy_Ul4xPY2cTMqV4oV2F3OZu6Q1fnFNcdnPVMFGYrBX4W9v_fayyWd22RVnqTqh7X0mwgiWVWExokJp1RrbLMbfbn8giesiY6oMMH9ISAlqvhXw8OHrG58T_efCixIZDiO8BiWfGYvznwvF4gWCLsawm6hYKsArXfR7r-97KiGYjaEWtnz7Wh1o9i4JSZJCF1z_FrbqucQFGclLhnG-wUrooVlqFFUigHOJI3Bu4usFc8MfEOZB92YTFKxem9KIsOBi8RkthFcTqhhLnkgnoxGiOt7DpZ2-ZP9rr8ejnd2pWBnGWZpTUFE9d5bNdQZt3_OYPBO4YDtZtTJYG4c2xzNcOXesYHgosAcEqU-RCzxw2nPECXh0o65ybAvThARKs0rfjsac6oAhu4hdvE_HzkHMEo2K7qVrx535DBkkclAb5jfaWJOn3eLQb671808nk5BJvEbIT2oPye3SSmoApZqqbVwYH0d-aWGreApu5Gw792r3Q3ENDZ-stnmJL8k3xi1XpXugiAY2ddOCIq1RTM2Si_rG3SabBps6q-FUahdwpJndJTeEtvDJgGqV6DLqzdCGP4-vFdaZh77iUpn8PjmVBXVcoFZe8NpSJ6oT2ezro1Q3TizESKq9g1lbKxc3jbAVl5gA3lGszCKxAFhCr4tIgyhLL6yonVhUW1NOaarglBAnuRFCR561Xxn6TqUUiuDdyevjJSezehjI1UY50pnxsS7sDZdFZ1bWkNKXBj_GSl12NBHHbPMZWHsP85-c2zY1aWCW7RLA%3D%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054274514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EPyQ5E8Oaq6TM%2FQXTx%2F5bbTo3SSI5x%2BxNfJIzjOBYpY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pVUC4JhqYPqpkfChCRLcIeuIveBWvcf9Tt6JYujiQcN2pSTbtLLxqd09apjW4LzRVCwrI3HUIXKSeqwt9z-EIjACFfUYGCiZhbEVnlukJaJdjLtnjy3CQ_jeE-mlwAsJcmqQ4dcyivQfStwkWEdgrf9YYZP_yGvsV3zn9zblPuYwNpLDb9ZPCnAPgLeZpzhiqKCLY6vyA2oUATTxYJIfVdovBurUDicrFi2vXU8Cj_eyZ70_vfztFoIxQQa7X64dXNBUCyyY2xQFhgtRIAdBTQdShKDqDnGzwb_W6ZsxD4DfXSpeY8qU8jy-NRsr-LLcLWcqQ54znfAKgEfDZRShS7Rf0jzxjuCKnUTR5FyUhQS_uvXXQWsHLP0eVuwigEXIJ0CH2sY4w1gUi7CtkMCpTOIvabtpuyJZC9puaBtecVufp0zQ4jMW794scQLekfvgrz-yap_4qKvXW9rQpezHZ6xHIjiVpeddxWYuudUsaIWAFCLntKrgnmZm75HyHrjjqQBl7zKs0EQLTKo1TbCjBh3IH02T0S-JeFqgBS_AUOcX6A6dihhfI-tH-DRgMjDUhmH8Iy9FqNC-B2zMXtQ7CxJ23RYdOfynQO_rk0VooS9hraiKJiJvE5MvPqVfV7mYlvjYXUJZse6da6ZlPze3-URPoOz2rNlgqiEBoqbz6fkrU7W1MdzZ1fyFssPN4us1wcUTu6gypBOHVQgds6MJl0Sxj_35noE4qRENfHmOIjw8Ly3Q9vVNnXcuwaUrTDSdAZrgcwxx2J6FBzIuopsFgQzt4bZDDVWSsF33gWtExGeuG5HFJiKOLTtcV2MhWlUYQxJZLsI4zaDO6jefXb43-by7mP5XGoopd602dc5MX6Gu16UZulKjUjvOdUWQ1IJEE7DW4D6SAjf0-RVhk_WNBpe6Ij1GXlMV7j3vTMk20gxkW8r_99AIAPJXlAGdRXEXl6cZdeJcQe_I02N3ZlPoJGC8Ckh4mW6c3lk1HhCFAE46yKZL1yfhsnKXusuLvc94Ia048hS2tlfYLWMgzF8JwnYQbg8IEhuZPkjgaIv6K4rs902vCji5Lbj8AmEdeS_U9h22y1Vpa7MrgodIHZrFyQ9MtUKI9nuU-6JPDy0EFsgPIhcOprFPFfPIePrQLuhT20adcsR4oIjBTxBzhsKn_ESPh-y9MIJ19KZ3Wlz9au3iWZUNkn3crQvGukr0KZo2-xqHPL4MwUze1JLdqtCmarA%3D%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054274514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uOa48sRYe6AV7588F9%2FnROZOvo4aN4itLgfkfgGpeHo%3D&reserved=0


Customer Rates and Data Access

Energy Efficiency Programs and Resource Standards

Overview of Electric Utility Policies

Maximizing Grid Investments

Forthcoming chapter updates will include appliance standards, clean generation

requirements, and lead by example policies, among others on buildings and equitable

policies. Please click here to be notified when future chapters are released.  
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