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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s updated State Energy and

Environment Guide to Action (Guide) offers real-world best practices to help states

design and implement policies that reduce emissions associated with electricity

generation and energy consumption.

Last updated in 2015, this is a comprehensive EPA resource designed to help state

energy, environmental, and utility officials draw insights from other states’

experiences and policy innovations as they develop, implement, and evaluate their

own programs. Each Guide chapter covers a unique policy topic, provides

descriptions and a regulatory landscape of the featured policy, explains its

environmental, energy, health, and equity benefits, highlights how states have

approached key design and implementation issues, and shares best practices based

on state experiences. EPA is updating the Guide in phases, with each updated chapter

reflecting significant state regulatory and policy developments since the 2015 edition.

To date, seven chapters have been released:

Electricity Resource Planning and Procurement

Electric Utility Regulatory Frameworks and Financial Incentives

Interconnection and Net Metering

Customer Rates and Data Access
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Energy Efficiency Programs and Resource Standards

Overview of Electric Utility Policies

Maximizing Grid Investments

Forthcoming chapter updates will include appliance standards, clean generation

requirements, and lead by example policies, among others on buildings and equitable

policies. Please click here to be notified when future chapters are released.  

Copyright Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Current as of: 4/3/2026

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pv4mTQ8bbYeiIOfyH7NNBYyL-chz4Mvea6jSHzqdyCj-RnxEhwi7tLcOX9-6ph5LPa0QXO8AJTKXKJ_PffBnkqgQU_-peUal61UkUp1TwKBP23LSqIVYsjgDyhNp_mZU86njf9EHMdlwBYC5YmU2S_eNEmatK32fV0YV3cVufJ7_2ZrhTVZGW-EnWVeVcdQ9GvWoaSsl-gglN2PSoDqVaaCpAi2y5Gav7cUTsTZu3IiV5fQ7loUJXoHxi2FeU_7UGQUL2WsxkTXCXf8RWj23KNXBVUwSVvT1EaGcXb5SOC_Z8stBWIYOB_hnC0S1ktZ8L_vpJ1z9Kzee0fJ9ybZIACz2SJiFLkjbzRWGvZnkJJ50it_IEmr_F9E_BVqfwS0mnPROHXfqYX8aadHnp1fq1YrgnB9TGJK12_5TTfzw37Jltk_ZUQESqQoOt2-Xpj_WKEPtQaJfwPVF-E57WiMf--rjzMp9UqfJKYZ5Q64zClEKyMq5eRyOZDOLe4Al2klDG1obRN60zS_3sooV_ORXYGl1RntsRB3yC-eQ23EXX2oPphub00Go3hmvvUORZEZ-H-waU1WYb_CmAL18jj6sJGUod_vCrRxK3ZOW344kBbRWnSQhbwyPWDr4o3Jg4yXWC5e3deynF9taWamEKyM_nr7cy6N7hryHCQbbOCLpviw44vGZpoIdFGHU-to3goiinTzxqpP0HtEa0MRFmolZTSvbSKs_iMFZnft6Vt8fuFtQgfBlwCymzaMivdzuIu6ZcUnFPj5S8R4hFNPVQD6SVMfWCNCQPiEd4SJfKLVdCfPjdCWLwFHhrdta-hh3KSrQnbm717JoiuDgYlJd6juwt_3sqrWwCalmuJgr6xchocYXh4arJ2oQChXo9aTTJ7crdHKUUKoFsgZieRExGE1rHcCYE39ZnFX7YND-rjqaH02ikl67eYNcfrcNGW-rcHQoYgTIeesCAdJqgMDoBe4W61tb23cFrcMw1NDyoeF6vjN2Jkbd9RcEj6AOBZ0svda4tKNoqCKftRtFrl3uw3nueA4Z14nE7309uMZyWOd-JuePZU6LS8TvaX97k4Z7z6ccWenirWuqzxC92Du4QEjlu4AuMgDKybmVY8m8EEBp2S_hks-s3bPhEVVNXnR_G6uNS9kTs7kBrLIdKis4_gfdabMaC8pOWW7iwhz00TUUFaj0HCeGwu0VdfpjE4nihPipqt0TlKRf4jQad71RNHxNxWHqwx1kukNvYJgP7lZJIR1ukCh3p1mOh8_Hw140r3DWs_C4MHPnH8DM%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054274514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R4WeegUfMql%2FB3Edl1smpRZjWVOpmk2L0a%2Fopn4k1%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_p8_-8vQph07nM0SuxmLs9nIobu0d_sAu9-ZAyb6KbuDZ2_iiQBnRITjQHN3T_f8pStcJXkQ-uRZsFxEkkC5kGwkh6WhoU33tKi7ZCs9x16J63x47ANiy19JdJqh8mKgqOFXnBn8BtqB5iPJOxNPDrrcotg3AhXZ-Hzr0pFPC-V4TASVAYTTO-nLf9OO1sLuq2Kkk-AZxJLYSJQB0tWtegag%3D%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054118275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TnXFYWstT3VVynd53YrtCLeYUFeT%2FrXoTx1sNkefT1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pxgWpV5tffpYG2XGQx4VPHOECjIZmSg9xSv68i8KPUWSVyE6E1tyVstcX35_ngk9YPTcLoyKpl9RiNo38GP-TKngEfBUBIT72E85QNz3fhshJMEXgGVaX7QSFKp0lS3jI9Amn-doBjmfbn2CyjbesvUu_MqZfRgiKqh-vzc9gm3hwuV3zCy0RKA%3D%3D%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054118275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ult%2FBEUW6gPGlqqpEE4xChk50KPX%2BnIuCnenMKwtJ%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0013FbQ6r7UMuNmkl4fYaB1RaaPQYzOefXHKUKz_xoehb5Nu3p3fDrmTYG-hGCRLt_pR5Uu-tw1wRV_6fTmx8t2vVL5vl_ezlEt61hFPBCbbv4NYoOVdDpWbXga2Tqoy3aYeyAuEkW8kzaKbR0kv1r3y1KI-KzlpnrM8ZG_QGG_A662l4BuGIRoa6HLhNPC31ne2z1yv2gdZz2e3Ezw7R_1YXyMN9qfXcZFfmPH9JN0VeKv8tVP7Q6a4vPSgjCwOstzyaPW3_xVkXOxl1wyjJCbsQfUIuh23_pbpK1YM1Cv39wD0XYbBl_mD3wanQkEck0DUVOAe04dV8S7r_Vxj_52JEAqgQXCuQtRFSgQ1O3EzL37tFMKUGOI-Ol2zwKpoqd9q154NaSHioF6Y79XeoLThEXOvK5BMJvJcTT_BFytzHUxFjV8wIYEIwwe6BOfiLhrPDtrpH2x9BUSi1uTwWxjxAS4kOcOr0Bns33JyZgIcZ6HbJ4sR8DwOwtlXyJ2RwGC4uW0QM5Ywut2djfuSzMg3ZIFQrGK55awj5Ziq2qEsoXns_aSFOd9tZu8ot15Oi5TBDXYX7XoaWmbEifPqcii9NUQyfyivZFON6mkss567W5lUX7DXE4uTF8HLRUhA32AoGhD0eLJ_ACafN-J4M-Cl1tsaJDyVVFjdQzSzQDgwqFJbkMeQUba8MYBvDAaaqpZr6kbMpYTIeZssVTXOltgw0QAMEgS_RGCexib0yuA1mQE9nas1jLRIAeyeS499jxWoSo3c3MLD1Lu6lvApUWi8LuV1JBpNgBR3yyc1LWD-wGgUKxuBiP6iw2xtIr1qWjO1ftnoVgIjMKyHzGmEw1CyaJNRI9wl52Hz3EPVuvCl7mKftC0PIT5wYRlJmBX3yXHuGFKKe18NwFr72qXzx_25Q02NUvwHxroqfkc0jphi8RODlH4tAZo4rIUywdjuEe0KXHzZSmqdRxr0XAiIwsFR3XDPnDRy_Ll1T_nP6rTRiDu4E3-uy3UIlzrmJ72avhnYAnZ7t-MtF6c95WRTnnAGvclfauOR9lU_tRunvdpLPZp2mNqnd-mW1HA6ZR7WTcCKe4zUoDWmtyZ5E0UAaLErxT054u5Bcr5s-OXCfRx3Hy2l2dc5cFChecH3dQ8T5vYbVWt_u1t2awFcR2Yr04eKIxYgUTm_BMs5xJsiivnMFCPL9pGMy3JKf-wM35WpOekHjL1ccze7ccHojA-sMiXLTlrxWLwU2P5%26c%3Do3D4_2r_FWc204GtTEZsvrJCpGFnjnXSXRZl2apjH9K5XmBYG-ozRQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DPNHN_q-uf_jxgVoVZ6w85mfPD6X06mUb0CWC5VING4encADjRdCUNw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Ckhorn%40vlct.org%7C5e1cd382970f4fd177fe08daf4b68793%7C8a5600d9deb145a19be67f516c73a062%7C1%7C0%7C638091362054274514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h2oZdDE5WG8sC4c5wKwm3pbKQaQLb9WRAlZrtosMaBo%3D&reserved=0

