
What is the difference
between a state of

emergency and a state of

disaster? 

Copyright Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Current as of: 2/16/2026

https://www.vlct.org/faq/what-difference-between-state-emergency-and-state-disaster
https://www.vlct.org/faq/what-difference-between-state-emergency-and-state-disaster
https://www.vlct.org/faq/what-difference-between-state-emergency-and-state-disaster
https://www.vlct.org/faq/what-difference-between-state-emergency-and-state-disaster


Emergency: local effects managed with local resources. Examples: transport crashes,

local floods, building collapses, etc.

Disaster: Local or regional effects, managed with local or regional resources. National

resources may also be used, but damaging effects are not national.
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