Vermont League of Cities and Towns 2017 Overview
Serving and Strengthening Vermont Local Government
The Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, owned by its
member municipalities and directed by a 13-member Board of Directors elected by the membership and
comprising municipal officials from across the state.
VLCT’s mission is to serve and strengthen Vermont local government. All 246 Vermont cities and towns
are members of VLCT, along with 138 other municipal entities, including villages, solid waste districts,
regional planning commissions, and fire districts.
Local governments in Vermont provide essential services to residents and visitors alike. From maintaining
roads to providing safety services, recreational programs, water and sewer infrastructure, street lighting,
and libraries, the work carried out by appointed and elected officials and community volunteers is both
critical and challenging. The demands on local government are complex and require resources that are not
always available in every city, town or village in the state.
VLCT is the only statewide organization devoted solely to delivering a wide range of services to local
officials who serve municipalities of varying populations and geographic regions but face similar
requirements with disparate resources. The organization provides legal, consulting, and education services
to its members, offering important advice and responses to direct inquiries, as well as training programs on
specific topics of concern to officials as they carry out the duties required by statute or directed by town
meeting voters. VLCT represents cities and towns before the state legislature and state agencies, ensuring
that municipal voices are heard collectively and loudly, and also advocates at the federal level, primarily
through its partner, the National League of Cities.
VLCT offers opportunities to purchase risk management products and services that directly meet the
specific and specialized needs of local government through the VLCT Employee Resource and Benefit
(VERB) Trust and the VLCT Property and Casualty Intermunicipal Fund (PACIF).
During the 2017 calendar year, in addition to providing responses to more than 3,700 telephone inquiries,
holding 16 training sessions, and following approximately 300 separate pieces of legislation, 13 summer
study committees, and developing VLCT’s legislative platform with five municipal policy committees,
VLCT celebrated its 50th anniversary. Throughout the year, VLCT recognized local officials and employees
who have served a number of communities for 50 years, and highlighted some of the many successes of the
organization and local government during the last 50 years. It was also an important year to look ahead, to
consider new ideas, and to think about new programs and ways of delivering services to members that will
address their changing needs in the coming years. VLCT launched a new website in June 2017 that, despite
a few initial glitches, has functioned well and serves as a better connection point for members, thanks to
consistent updates, new information, and easier navigation tools. VLCT has also moved the majority of its
mission-critical IT systems to the “cloud” in an effort to provide more security for member information,
greater protection against hacking attempts, and greater redundancy of access that will help the organization
remain operational following a disaster scenario. The move to the cloud also reduces the need to acquire,
maintain, and replace costly capital equipment.
At the heart of all these activities is VLCT’s commitment to serving as a good steward of member assets,
and we are proud of the continued progress being made in that effort. Members are welcome to visit the
VLCT office anytime to review the operations of the organization, to ask questions, and to access resources
that can help each individual official and employee carry out the important work of local government.
To learn more about the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, including its audited financial statements,
visit the VLCT website at www.vlct.org.

