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STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO. 

 Creates a uniform code of municipal ethics, 
including required recusal procedures and 
prohibited activities, that municipal officers must 
follow. 

 “Conflict of interest” means a direct or indirect 
interest of a municipal officer or such an interest, 
known to the officer, of a member of the officer’s 
immediate family or household, or of a business 
associate, in the outcome of a particular matter 
pending before the officer or the officer’s public body, 
or that is in conflict with the proper discharge of the 
officer’s duties. 

 “Conflict of interest” does not include any interest that 
is not greater than that of other individuals generally 
affected by the outcome of a matter.
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STATE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
ETHICS
INTRO.
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 “Municipality” means any 
town, village, or city.
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STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO. 

 Applies to all “municipal officers” which includes:

 All municipal legislative bodies

 All municipal quasi-judicial bodies and

 Any individual who holds any of the following positions:

Advisory budget committee member First constable    Village or town trustee

Auditor       Lister or assessor   Trustee of Public Funds

Building inspector     Mayor     Water commissioner

Cemetery commissioner    Moderator

Chief administrative officer   Planning commission member

Clerk       Road commissioner

Collector of delinquent taxes   Town or city manager

Department heads     Treasurer
Town Fair 2025



STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO.

 Prohibited conduct:

 Avoid conflicts of interest (both actual and 
apparent)

 Directing unethical behavior

 Preferential treatment

 Misuse of position

 Misuse of information

 Misuse of government resources

 Gifts

 Unauthorized commitments

 Benefit from contracts
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STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO.

Title 24, Chapter 60, Sections 1991-1999

 Requires municipalities to: 

 post the Municipal Code of Ethics on municipal websites;

 post and display notices of protected employee whistleblower 
protection in a prominent and accessible location in the workplace;

 designate someone to serve as an ethics liaison to the State Ethics 
Commission and someone to receive complaints alleging violations 
of the Municipal Code of Ethics; 
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STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO.

Title 24, Chapter 60, Sections 1991-1999

 Requires municipalities to: 

 take training:

 Managers, Mayors, CFO’s

 Legislative bodies (i.e. city councils, selectboards, etc.)

 Quasi-judicial members (BCA, DRB, etc.);  

 record and retain complaints received and their disposition, 
provide the State Ethics Commission with summaries, and create 
and maintain a record of those who have taken ethics training;

 create processes for investigation and enforcement of alleged 
violations by ordinance, personnel policy, or rule. 
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STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL 
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VERMONT MUNICIPAL 
ETHICS TRAINING

TOWN FAIR 2025

https://vt.accessgov.com/municipal-ethics-training/Forms/Edit/municipal-ethics-training/acdeaa6b-1bf1-4fd5-8517-9106a2c03e9c/2
https://vt.accessgov.com/municipal-ethics-training/Forms/Edit/municipal-ethics-training/acdeaa6b-1bf1-4fd5-8517-9106a2c03e9c/2


STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO.  

SELECTBOARD INSTITUTE 2019

https://ethicscommission.vermont.gov/
https://ethicscommission.vermont.gov/advisory-opinions


STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF ETHICS
INTRO.

Town Fair 2025

https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/ethics-and-conflicts-interest
https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/ethics-and-conflicts-interest
https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/ethics-and-conflicts-interest
https://www.vlct.org/topics-all/ethics-and-conflicts-interest


STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF ETHICS – 
INTRO.

Town Fair 2025



STATEWIDE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF ETHICS – 
INTRO.

Town Fair 2025



NEW VLCT CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST 
RESOURCES

Town Fair 2025



CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECISION TREE

Town Fair 2025



CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECISION TREE

Town Fair 2025



CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECISION TREE

Town Fair 2025



CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DECISION TREE

Town Fair 2025



HANDLING A CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST
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VLCT’S CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECISION TREE
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VLCT MAC MEMBER 
INQUIRY SERVICE:

▪ “SUBMIT A LEGAL 
INQUIRY” OR “ASK A 
QUESTION” TABS ON 
WEBSITE

▪ MAP PORTAL

▪ SEND US A MESSAGE

▪ askmac@vlct.org 

▪ 1-800-649-7915
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Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Garrett Baxter

VLCT MAC Senior Staff Attorney

gbaxter@vlct.org 

THANKYOU!
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